	All in the April Evening : Hugh Roberton
“I thought on the Lamb of God going meekly to die.”

I am The True Vine

Part of St John’s Gospel set by Peter Aston

Adam and Eve : Andrew Carter

The medieval story of the fall of Man
Heart of a Rose : 
Alfred Noyes’ poem from ‘The Forest of Wild Thyme’

Panis Angelicus : César Franck
“The bread of angels becomes the bread of man” 
The Lord is My Shepherd : Howard Goodall
The words of Psalm 23with a familiar melody 

God Be In My Head - the gentle words of the 1538  Sarum Primer

in a setting by John Rutter.

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy – Maurice Bevan
-  INTERVAL -
The Crucifixion

John Stainer started at St Paul’s Cathedral as a choirboy at the age of eight, eventually becoming the organist there.  His huge output of church work - choral pieces, hymns, Eucharist settings and much more - is all but forgotten today.  But ‘The Crucifixion’, his largest and most enduring work, is still a popular choice for choirs around the world.  
The librettist, Revd William Sparrow Simpson, was, according to Dr Simon Lindley “clearly more pastor than poet, and some of the language is far more ‘dated’ than the music which accompanies it.  And yet The Crucifixion, written in 1886, continues to enjoy a great revival of support, perhaps in reaction to the extraordinarily vehement antagonism that anything ‘Victorian’ once inspired.”  
To Sparrow Simpson’s words - and to passages from the Bible -  Stainer added his music, writing hymn tunes which have been described as “some of the most memorable we shall ever hear” and providing the Passion Story with a texture and insight which is thoughtful, dramatic and sincere.  


	

	The Crucifixion

A Meditation on the Passion of our Lord

by John Stainer (1840 – 1901)
And they came to a place named Gethsemane

The Agony

Processional to Calvary

And when they were come

HYMN: The mystery of the Divine Humiliation.   PLEASE STAND

He made Himself of no reputation

The majesty of the Divine Humiliation

And as Moses lifted up the serpent
God so loved the world

HYMN: The Litany of the Passion.  PLEASE STAND

Jesus said “Father, forgive them”

So Thou liftest Thy divine petition

HYMN: The Mystery of Intercession.  PLEASE STAND

And one of the malefactors

HYMN: The Adoration of the Crucified.   PLEASE STAND

When Jesus therefore saw his Mother

Is it nothing to you?

The Appeal of the Crucified

After this, Jesus knowing that al things were now accomplished

HYMN:  For the love of Jesus.  PLEASE STAND

Out of respect for the subject matter of ‘The Crucifixion’, we would ask you not to applaud at the end of the piece.  
After a short silence, the choir will sing

A Clare Benediction:  John Rutter
(If you would like to clap now – please feel free!)


	THE MARCHINGTON SINGERS
Soprano:  Marion Ashwell, Thelma Brassington, Sue Butler, Linda  Craske, Jeannie Crowe, Christine Eales, Pam Fellows, Kate Geofferson, Hazel Grainger, Shirley Horton,  Ann Lakin, Clare Parker, Doreen Share, Pat Shaw, Sheila Templier, Patricia Warhurst, Gill Williamson,  
Contralto: Ann Dougan, Ann Griffiths, Sue Grimley, Maggie Hatchard, Joyce Halcrow, Pat Hurd, Joyce Rogers, Chrissie Smith, Jennie Speed, Joyce Wainwright. 
Tenor: Bryan Bibb, Chris Cann, Peter Davies, Sandy Halcrow, John Lander, Gary Thomas

Bass:  Simon Barber, John Bostock, Eric Carter, Bob Hurd, Ian Jones, Tim Scott, John Turner, David Warhurst. 
Robert Clarke: Baritone
Robert began singing with local choirs in his native Leicester. He has subsequently built a varied career singing opera, recital and oratorio engagements both in this country and abroad.   Robert has sung regularly with the Birmingham Oratory Choir and notably with the Birmingham-based Ex Cathedra, with whom he has performed as a soloist for festivals, including a BBC Proms concert of French Choral music, BBC broadcasts and foreign tours.  Solo engagements with choral groups throughout the country have included the Bach Passions and B Minor Mass, Elgar’s Angel of the Agony in The Dream of Gerontius as well as Requiems by Mozart, Brahms and Faure.

Robin Dodd: Tenor

Success in the Tenor Solo Class in his school's arts festival in 1951 started Robin’s life-long interest in performing vocal music. When his engineering career brought him from Bristol to Derby in 1965 he decided to take singing lessons from the late Constance Pemberton, who encouraged him to enter Derby Arts Festival where he was awarded a number of distinctions and trophies. Since then he has sung in many of the great choral works by J.S. Bach, Handel, Haydn, Mozart, Rossini, Mendelssohn and others, as well as giving recitals of German Lieder and songs by English composers. Robin is particularly fond of Stainer's much-loved ‘The Crucifixion’ and the equally popular ‘Olivet to Calvary’ by J.H. Maunder, both of which he has sung at many Easters.

Other solos taken by John Bostock and David Warhurst.
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