	[image: image1.jpg]The Marchington Singers

Lucy Crowe — Soprano
Katherine Jenkins — Mezzo

Conductor — John Whiteman
Accompanist — Rhoda Castle
Guest Conductor — Wendy Scott

The Buxton Sinfonia

Uttoxeter Town Hall
Saturday 22 September 2001





	
	(insert Marchington Singers  logo)

A warm welcome to all of you from The Marchington Singers.  We do hope that you have an entertaining evening.

We have a varied programme for you tonight giving you a taste of the music we all enjoy.   In the first half, the choir will be singing some of its regular repertoire, beginning with a selection of lighter part-songs; these will be followed by a group of more serious works of religious origin. 

In between these, our young soloists will be performing some of their own favourites which I know will delight you.  They close the first half of the programme with a duet from Mendelssohn’s Hymn of Praise.   The second half of the evening is devoted to a complete performance of Vivaldi’s Gloria - a joyous celebration which begins with the exultant cry “Glory to God in the Highest!”.

One of the special features of this evening’s programme is that younger members of the community have been drawn into playing in the orchestra.  

There used to be a strong tradition of choral singing and orchestral playing in schools.  But who can dispute that the current regime in our schools allows precious little time for pursuing such interests as they compete with the core academic subjects?  Ask any music teacher.   It is my belief that, unless groups like ours encourage schoolchildren to participate, it will be more and more difficult for young people to develop their musical skills, other than as solo performers.  And we can’t all be soloists! 

The Marchington Singers are keen to welcome younger members and let them share in the fun.  If you can think of somebody of school age, boy or girl, who might enjoy (as we do!) singing the sort of music we are putting on tonight, ask them to get in touch with me on 01889 563378.  We would be happy to give them the opportunity to come along to St Peter’s School, Marchington on a Wednesday at 8pm and join in a rehearsal - and they don’t have to be able to read music.  

Enjoy your evening.

John Whiteman

	The Marchington Singers

KWYMBAYAH Arr K Dinham

The familiar African hymn in an arrangement for four-part choir.

WATER OF TYNE Arr M Neaum

Another arrangement of a traditional melody, this time an English folk song.  The voices begin in unison, later dividing into five parts as is typical of much English folk music.

THREE HUNGARIAN FOLK SONGS Matyas Seiber  (1905 - 1960)

The Handsome Butcher

Apple, Apple

The Old Woman

This delightful collection of songs was written late in the composer’s working life and shows an assimilation of the eclectic musical interests.  the expressive jazz-influenced harmonies of ‘Apple, Apple’, and the driving vivacious rhythms of ‘The Old Woman’ are evidence of Seiber’s versatility as a composer.

BO PEEP Arr Ward Gardner

Based on the traditional nursery rhyme, this arrangement combines the familiar melody with a fugue by Pachelbel.  The piece begins with a simple exposition of the melody, which is followed by the introduction of the Pachelbel theme sung in a round.  The culmination of the fugue takes a surprising turn!

I BOUGHT ME A CAT   Adapted by A Copland (1900 - 1990)

The animals return en force in this attractive piece by Aaron Copland, adapted from a children’s song.

Lucy Crowe and Katherine Jenkins

FLOWER DUET - L Delibes (1836 - 1891)

Delibes’ most successful works were for the opera and the ballet.  Taken from his opera ‘Lakme’, this famous duet epitomises his talent for beautifully contoured melodies and strong characterisation.

Lucy Crowe

EXSULTATE, JUBILATE - W A Mozart (1756 - 1791)

Written in 1773, this unusual work effectively takes the form of a concerto for voice and orchestra.  The solo part is suitably demanding!


	
	in order to form the chamber orchestra you hear tonight.  The result is an enthusiastic ensemble, ideally suited to accompanying both soloists and choir.

Violin 1


Elena de Jesus (Leader), Amy Smith

Violin 2


Kate Pelling, Tilley Hinchley

Viola


Andrew Hodkinson, Alex Rogers

‘Cello


Graham Brown, Carl Stephens

Double Bass

Naomi Turner

Trumpet


Philip McBride

Oboe


Nina Whiteman

Horn


Laura Wood

Bassoon


Michael Woodhead

Harpsichord

Rhoda Castle

THE MARCHINGTON SINGERS

Sopranos:  Mary Barlow, Fiona Benison, Thelma Brassington, Linda Craske, Jeannie Crowe, Lillian Deacon, Pam Fellows, Hazel Grainger, Barbara Neale, Shirley Powell, Doreen Share, Pat Shaw, Paddy Vidal Hall, Gill Williamson, Pat Warhurst, Chris Young

Contraltos:  Philippa Griffiths, Sue Grimley, Joyce Halcrow, Margaret Hatchard, Margaret Jones, Liz Morgan, Joyce Rogers, Wendy Scott, Jenny Speed, Joyce Wainwright

Tenors:  Brian Bibb, Sandy Halcrow, John Lander, Jenny Montgomery 

Bass:
Eric Carter, Peter Deacon,  Ian Jones, Tim Scott, David Warhurst, Geoff Willis.

The Marchington Singers are extremely grateful to the following sponsors who have helped to promote this concert:

Better Tasting Snack Foods plc

The Bulls Head, Marchington

N J Rees, Opticians

Wilkins & Thompson

Wynniatt-Husey Limited.

Also many thanks to J&H Plant Hire, Marchington, for supplying the A5 colour handbills.
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Lucy Crowe, Soprano - Katherine Jenkins, Mezzo Soprano

The Buxton Sinfonia

GLORIA 

Antonio Vivaldi (1678  - 1741)

Gloria in excelsis Deo


Choir


Glory be to God on high

Et in terra pax hominibus

Choir


And in earth peace, goodwill towards men.

Laudamus te



Soprano and Mezzo Soprano


We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee.

Gratias agimus tibi


Choir


We give thanks to Thee.

Propter magnam gloriam tuam

Choir


For Thy great glory.

Domine Deus



Soprano


O Lord God, Heavenly king, God the Father Almighty.

Domine Fili unigenite


Choir


O Lord the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.

Domine Deus, Agnus Dei

Mezzo Soprano and Choir


O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world.

Qui tollis pecata mundi


Choir


Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.

Qui sedes ad dexteram patris

Mezzo Soprano


Thou that sittest at the right hand of the Father, have mercy upon us.

Quoniam tu solus sanctus

Choir


For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord, Thou only art most High, Jesus Christ.

 
	
	Cum Sanctus Spiritu


Choir


With the Holy Ghost, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Vivaldi’s best known sacred work is performed here with the original orchestration: string orchestra, oboe, trumpet and continuo.  The opening movement has a vibrant, celebratory character, the thematic material of which returns in the penultimate movement.  A particular highlight of this setting is the Soprano solo ‘Domine Deus’ where the lilting soprano line is carefully entwined with the oboe solo.

LUCY CROWE - Soprano

Lucy Crowe was born in Staffordshire in 1978.  In 1998 she was awarded an Entrance Scholarship to the Royal Academy of Music, where she currently studies with Beatrice Unsworth and Clara Taylor.

Her roles include June (The Fairy Queen) with the English Bach Festival at the Linbury Studio, Covent Garden, Belinda (Dido and Aeneas) for Queen’s Company, Derby, including a tour of France, and Second Lady (Dido and Aeneas) in St James’s Church, Piccadilly.  She has also sung Yum-Yum (Mikado).  Her recent concerts include performances of opera and operetta at The Pump Rooms in Bath and Cheltenham and at the Brewhouse Arts Theatre, Burton upon Trent.  For the past two years she has also given recitals of Scottish folk songs at the Brewhouse to celebrate Burns Night.

In March 2000 she took part in a performance of Vaughan Williams’ Serenade to Music at Eton College (conductor Iain Ledingham) and engagements also include performances of Mozart’s Exsultate Jubilate at Keble College, Oxford and in Staffordshire.

She has also performed Mozart’s Requiem and Haydn’s Creation with the London Forest Choir (conductor Murray Stewart); Handel’s Messiah at Rugby School, Swadlincote and Chelmsford Cathedral; Fauré’s Requiem and Haydn’s Maria Theresa Mass in Staffordshire; JS Bach Mass in B minor and Mozart Vesperae Solemnis at Keble College, Oxford, and Bach’s St John Passion with the Uttoxeter Choral Society.

Lucy has sung in masterclasses with Robert Tear, Mark Wildman, Mark Meylan, Rosie Ashe, Ian Partridge and Mary Hammond.  She was awarded 

	the Arthur Burcher Singing Prize for gaining the highest marks in the first year recital in 1999, following which she represented the Royal Academy of Music in, and was a prizewinner of, the Young Kathleen Ferrier Bursary Award.  She again achieved highest marks in her second and third year recital, receiving the Arthur Burcher Singing prize again this year.

Future engagements include Samson with the Needwood Singers, Mozart’s Mass in C minor with Rolleston Choral Society, Handel’s Messiah with Swadlincote Choral Society and in 2002 The Creation with Uttoxeter Choral Society.

KATHERINE MARIA JENKINS

Mezzo Soprano

Katherine was born in Neath, South Wales in 1980.  She is currently studying with Beatrice Unsworth and Geoffrey Pratley at the Royal Academy of Music, London.

At the age of ten, Katherine won the BET Choirgirl of the Year competition.  In 1994 she represented Wales in the BBC Radio 2 Choirgirl of the Year Competition.  She was a member of the National Youth Choir of Wales between 1996 and 1999.

Katherine’s recent engagements have included Pergolesi Stabat Mater for the Chingford Singers, Vivaldi Gloria for Porthcawl Choral Society and Handel’s Messiah for Ruislip Choral Society.  

She regularly performs with many of the male voice choirs in Wales such as Morriston Male Voice Choir, Treorchy, Dunvant and Pelenna Valley.

Future engagements include Rossini Petite Messe Solenelle for the Chingford Singers, and concerts with Pelenna Male Voice Choir, Gwent and Bryncoch Male Voice Choirs.

THE BUXTON SINFONIA

It is a real privilege to have the Buxton Sinfonia playing for us this evening.  They have at their heart a core of professional musicians, the Bella  Musica Quartet (Leader Elena de Jesus).  The Quartet has been augmented by a number of the most able music students from the locality 
	
	Katherine Jenkins

O DIVINE REDEEMER - C Gounod (1818 - 1893)

Gounod had a great aptitude for vocal writing that can be found in his operas and solo songs.  This lyrical charm is characteristic of much of his work.

Lucy Crowe

O MIO BABBINO CARO - G Puccini (1858 - 1924)

Puccini was the composer of many of the Italian operas, such as ‘Madam Butterfly’ which are still performed today.

The Marchington Singers

ALL IN THE APRIL EVENING - H S Roberton

This moving evocation of the Easter story is a regular part of the choir’s repertoire.

AVE VERUM - W A Mozart (1756 - 1791)

Sung in Latin, this short work has a slow hymn tune and makes use of the soft rounded sound that a choir is able to create.

JESU, JOY OF MAN’S DESIRING - J S Bach (1685 - 1750)

Number 147 in a series of over two hundred cantatas, ‘Hertz und Mund und That und Leben’ from which this piece is taken, has remained a favourite.  The soaring oboe obbligato is wonderfully contrasted by the slow chordal progressions in the vocal parts.

CANTIQUE DE JEAN RACINE - G Fauré (1845 - 1924)

Along with the ‘Requiem’, this must surely be one of Fauré’s most beautiful choral works.  The voices are gradually introduced to a rippling accompaniment (beginning with the bass voice).  The prayer of supplication unfolds gradually, building to a climax and fading to a peaceful sustained conclusion.

Lucy Crowe and Katherine Jenkins

I WAITED FOR THE LORD - F Mendelssohn (1809 - 1847)

From Mendelssohn’s ‘Hymn of Praise’, this duet shows aspects of the composer’s interest in J S Bach.  This is particularly evident in the chorale-like characteristics of the piece and the delicately crafted overlapping vocal lines.

- INTERVAL -


