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MARCHINGTON SINGERS

Conductor:  Wendy Scott

Accompanist:  Rhoda Castle

Part I - Memories

In the first part of our concert we make no apology for presenting pieces that evoke memories of the last twenty years!   During those years The Marchington Singers have sung at Music Festivals, Weddings, Concerts, charity events, dinners and celebrations of all kinds.  Concerts have been shared with other music makers: brass bands, orchestras, instrumentalists and soloists, as well as choirs from all parts of the country and abroad.   

Our first piece, learned under the baton of Norman Barlow, has become something of a 'signature' for us, since we first sang it at a Music Festival in 1989.  To our surprise, we won!

Kwmbayah - An African Carol arranged by K J Dinham.

These are from our Themed Concerts series 'The Seasons' - often requested for church festivals and harvest suppers.  Once we entertained at a Lifeboat Charity, when we sang in a huge marquee in the middle of a thunderstorm (one of the songs just happened to be 'Stormy Weather'):

Heart of a Rose - Michael Neaum

Autumn Leaves - Kosma/Prevent/Mercer

Good Morning! - Arranged by Geoff Keating

Unfortunately Margaret Langford has had to withdraw from the concert, but we are delighted to welcome Soprano 

BEVERLEY SMITH.

Marchington Singers have entered many local Music Festivals: Burton on Trent, Leicester, Biddulph, Lichfield - to name just a few.  As well as the full choir, the ladies have also won silver at the Derby Arts Festivals - and now the men, too, have a song of their very own:

Last of the Summer Wine - Ronnie Hazlehurst, arr. Sammes 

A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square - Sherwin, arr.Neaum

Laudate Dominum - Mozart.

The Blue Bird - Charles Villiers Stanford

Beverley Smith and The Marchington Singers

Our 'Round the World' programme always proves popular!  Here are three items from that collection:  

Skipa to my Lou - arranged by J E Floreen

Scarborough Fair - arranged for the Marchington Singers by Ruth Williams

Bring Him Home - the show-stopper from ‘Les Miserables’ 

In 1996 we were visited by a choir of young Russian ladies from the St Petersburg Academy of Music. They shared a concert with us at St Mary's, Uttoxeter, a dinner in Marchington, then stayed overnight in the village before singing at St Peter's Church and finally making an emotional farewell!  We sang this with them:  

Ave Verum - Mozart

The highlight of our tour to Germany in 2002 - superbly masterminded by Director of Music, John Whiteman - was a short recital in Cologne Cathedral.  It proved an experience never to be forgotten.   

My Spirit Sang All Day - Gerald Finzi

- INTERVAL -

Part II

The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace 

by Karl Jenkins

The Armed Man is a powerful and compelling account of the descent into, and terrible consequences of war.  Commissioned for the Millennium by The Royal Armouries and dedicated to the victims of Kosovo, this is a contemporary example of a Mass based on the 15th-century French song L’homme Armé.  The work sets sacred and secular texts from many cultures within the framework of the Christian Mass. The poignancy and relevance of The Armed Man is heightened by the fact that the CD of the complete work was released on 10th September 2001, the day before the tragic events in the United States.  

	The Armed Man:

L'homme armé doit on douter,

On a fait partout crier,

Que chacun se viegne armer

D’um haubregon de fer.


	The armed man is to be feared.

Everywhere it has been proclaimed

That everyone should arm himself with an iron hauberk
The armed man must be feared!


	The Moslem Call to Prayer
	I bear witness that there is no god but Allah.

I bear witness that Muhammed is the messenger of Allah.  Come fast to prayer.

There is no god but Allah.

	Kyrie Eleison 
	Lord, have mercy on us, Christ have mercy on us, Lord have mercy on us.

	Save Me From Bloody Men! 
	Psalms 57 & 59

	Sanctus
	Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts.  Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

	Hymn Before Action 
	Words by Rudyard Kipling

	Agnus Dei
	Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  Grant us peace.



	Now the Guns Have Stopped
	Words by Guy Wilson: Board of Trustees of the Royal Armouries

	Benedictus
	Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   Hosannah in the highest.

	Better is Peace 


	from La Morte d'Arthur: Sir Thomas Mallory

and In Memoriam: Alfred Lord Tennyson

	God Shall Wipe Away All Tears
	Revelation 21: 4


BEVERLEY SMITH - Soprano

Beverley gained her first experience within church choirs around the Midlands.  She later returned to direct her own local church choir at the age of 21.  Beverley studied Voice at Exeter University and whilst there became a member of the 16-voice renaissance choir, Cantores, with whom she still performs in London.  Beverley sings with Birmingham’s renowned Ex Cathedra choir, and works as a music teacher throughout Staffordshire and as a vocal tutor to Staffordshire youth Choir.

THE KATE TEBBY ENSEMBLE

Flute / Piccolo:  Kate Tebby.

Keyboard/Organ: Simon Callaghan

Trumpets: Bob Miles; Frank Wadkin

Percussion: Chris Bastock; Matthew Spall

Piano keyboard:  Rhoda Castle

Guest ‘cello:  Phillippa Saddington

The Marchington Singers:

Sopranos:
Mary Barlow, Thelma Brassington, Sue Butler, Linda Craske, Jeannie Crowe, Lillian Deacon, Chris Eales, Pam Fellows, Geraldine Flavell, Hazel Grainger, Margaret Miller, Barbara Neale, Clare Parker, Shirley Powell, Doreen Share, Pat Shaw, Sheila Templier, Gill Williamson, Pat Warhurst

Contraltos:
Sue Grimley, Joyce Halcrow, Margaret Hatchard, Pat Hurd, Margaret Jones, Liz Morgan, Joyce Rogers, Phillippa Saddington, Jenny Speed, Joyce Wainwright

Tenors:
Bryan Bibb, Sandy Halcrow, John Lander, Tim Scott

Bass:
John Bostock, Eric Carter, Bob Hurd, Ian Jones, Stuart Miller, John Turner, David Warhurst, Geoff Willis

Publicity:
Tony Fellows

The Singers would like to acknowledge sponsorship of this concert by Burton & District Arts Council, The Uttoxeter Pharmacy, Uttoxeter Town Council and Cllrs Phillip Atkins and Robert Ivinson under the Local Member Initiative Scheme.  We also thank Mrs Sally Herbert and friends from Uttoxeter Inner Wheel for providing refreshment during the interval.

Our latest CD ‘Celebration!’ is on sale at £10 - it contains some traditional and modern music, together with Christmas pieces.

In the hall there is a display of Marchington Singers memorabilia: photographs, programmes and memories of the last twenty years.  Do have a look at this - we hope you will find it entertaining!

Please make a note of our 

‘Christmas By Candlelight’ 

concert which will take place on 

Saturday 4th December 2004

at St Mary’s Church, Uttoxeter.

THE MARCHINGTON SINGERS

are available for YOUR event

please call Gill Williamson (Secretary) on 01283 820407

to talk about a date and fee to suit you.
